
  

Church in Campbell Weekly News 
August 21, 2011       Issue 11- 33 

 
CHAPTER THREE 
GOD DESIRING THAT MAN SPEAK FOR HIM 

MAN CREATED IN THE IMAGE OF GOD 

Why is it that we human beings are able to speak? It is 
because we are God’s representatives. He created us that 
we might represent Him. The most important requirement 
of a representative is that he must be able to speak. If today 
someone sends a representative to us, yet this 
representative, being dumb, is not able to talk, then in the 
end no agreement can be reached since there is no 
possibility of having any discussion. This kind of 
representative is a useless representative. Today we can 
represent God because we can speak. I believe that many 
Christians have not thought about this. We can speak 
because we are like God. 

We have already pointed out that God created man with 
two outstanding features: one is that He created a spirit 
within man, and the other is that He created a speaking 
organ for man. This speaking organ is not simple; it 
consists of the vocal chords, the tongue, the teeth, the 
mouth, and the lips, all of which are for speaking. Someone 
might say that these parts are mainly for eating and 
drinking. Please consider, though, how many times a day 
does a person eat and how many times does he drink? 
Actually, the most repetitious action a person does in a day 
is breathing; man continuously breathes. In the Bible 
breathing and speaking are linked together. Concerning the 
Bible, 2 Timothy 3:16 says, “All Scripture is God-
breathed.” This means that God’s speaking is linked to His 
breathing. Since breathing and speaking are linked together, 
when someone speaks, he naturally breathes. In other 
words, if a person cannot breathe or will not breathe, he 
cannot speak. 

In America a certain military physician who had done 
some research discovered that the exercise most beneficial 
to human health is deep breathing. If a person would do 
deep breathing frequently, he will be healthy. In God’s 
creation no other creatures can speak as well as breathe. 
Only we human beings can breathe and speak as well—this 
is something unique. According to 2 Timothy 3:16, we 
speak just like God speaks. Our entire speaking apparatus 
is mysterious and marvelous, and it was entirely created by 
God. God created us with such an apparatus in order that 
we may be able to speak. 

In the old times God spoke through the prophets in many 
portions and in many ways to the fathers (Heb. 1:1). Today 
He speaks to us in the Son (v. 2a). If we read through the 
sixty-six books of the Bible, we can see that the Bible 
contains many words of wisdom, and all the things 
mentioned are wonderful and comprehensive, including 
subjects such as astronomy, geography, science, and 
physics. The book of Isaiah, for example, says, “It is He 
[God] who sits above the circle of the earth” (40:22a). In 
the original Hebrew text the word earth is the same as the 
word earth in Genesis 1:1: “In the beginning God created 
the heavens and the earth.” When the Scriptures were 
written, man did not have the concept of the earth as a 
“globe.” As we know, the Bible was translated into 
Chinese at a much later time. About a hundred years ago 
when the Bible was translated into Chinese, Columbus had 
already discovered that the earth was round, not flat; 
therefore, the translators of the Chinese Bible could easily 
translate this verse into “He who sits above the circle of the 
earth.” Before Columbus discovered the new continent, 
however, hardly anyone believed that the earth was round; 
instead, most people thought that the earth was flat. Still, 
more than a thousand years before Columbus, the prophet 
Isaiah in his book referred to the earth as a circle, saying 
that God sits above the circle of the earth. 

From this we see that the Bible is truly a heavenly book, 
the record of the divine speaking. It has everything in it. It 
has wisdom and life, and it is all-inclusive and most 
mysterious. The Bible is the Word of God.   

THE REGENERATED, SAVED PERSONS BEING 
ABLE TO PROPHESY FOR GOD 

We have already seen that God created us not only to be 
like Him in having love, light, holiness, and righteousness 
but also to be like Him in being able to speak. However, 
we need to know what kinds of words God wanted man to 
speak when He created man with the ability to speak. Did 
He want man merely to speak the words of man? God 
created man to represent Him. A representative should 
speak the words of the one he represents. As God’s 
representatives, we represent God; therefore, we must 
speak God’s words. We have to speak for God and speak 
forth God; this God is the word. 

However, due to our fall, we were joined to Satan; thus, 
Satan has come into us to speak in us. The Chinese 
character for soul is formed by two radicals: one radical 



denotes demon while the other denotes say or speak. Hence, 
soul means demon-speaking; demon-speaking is the soul. 
A fallen person is a soul, and when he opens his mouth, it 
is often like the speaking of demons. After being 
regenerated in our spirit, we the saved ones are the children 
of God. As such, when we open our mouth, it ought to be 
God speaking; we speak whatever God speaks. This may 
be likened to someone speaking Chinese because he was 
born a Chinese; we speak the language of the one of whom 
we were born. 

Since we all have been begotten of God, within us we 
ought to have the “God” tone; whatever we speak, we 
speak about God. In America there are people of different 
colors: white, red, yellow, brown, and black. Among these 
races, the Asian people are difficult to distinguish 
outwardly. For example, the Chinese and the Koreans look 
very much alike, and the Malaysians and the Indonesians 
also look about the same. How then does one tell the 
difference? It is by listening to their speech. Once they 
begin to talk, we know then that this one is Chinese and 
that one is Korean, this one is from Malaysia and that one 
was born in Indonesia. We speak the words of the one of 
whom we were born. Since we were born of God, naturally 
we speak God’s words. Since God’s word is God Himself, 
when we speak God’s word, we speak God. 

The New Testament shows us that God wants us, the saved 
ones, to prophesy as prophets (1 Cor. 14:31). To prophesy 
is to speak the word of God instead of the word of demons 
or the word of man. The word of God is just God Himself; 
when we prophesy by speaking, we speak the word of God. 
Concerning this matter, Paul in the New Testament and 
Moses in the Old Testament (Num. 11:29) were in 
agreement. In 1 Corinthians 14:31 Paul said, “You can all 
prophesy one by one.” Paul believed that every one of us 
can speak for God. The word can has two interpretations in 
Bible translation. The Chinese Union Version translates it 
into may. That everyone may prophesy means that 
everyone has the right, though not necessarily the ability, 
to prophesy. The Greek word has both meanings: all may 
and all can. Today as prophets, you and I, the saved ones, 
not only may but also can prophesy and speak for God. 

Although we became fallen, once we are regenerated and 
our spirit is made alive, we are doubly able to speak for 
God, even more able than Adam. Adam was only created, 
not regenerated. Although we were created and became 
fallen, we have been regenerated and saved. John 1:12-13 
says, “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the 
authority to become children of God, to those who believe 
into His name, who were begotten not of blood, nor of the 
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.” Since 
we have been begotten of God, we can speak the word of 
God. If a child is born of us and is not dumb, it is 
impossible for him to be unable to speak human words. 

Therefore, we all need to be encouraged to speak the word 
of God after our regeneration. 

Paul told the Corinthians, “You can all prophesy one by 
one” (1 Cor. 14:31). The reason Paul said this is because 
the Corinthians, after receiving the Holy Spirit, had turned 
aside to pay attention to the so-called speaking in tongues. 
Paul seemed to be admonishing them, saying, “Why do 
you have to pay attention to such tongues? God has 
regenerated you and has made you His children to speak 
for Him. Since you can all prophesy one by one, why do 
you have to play with those strange tongues? They may be 
merely human-invented sounds of the tongue. What God 
requires of you is that you speak for Him.” 

Chapter fourteen of 1 Corinthians is just one chapter of the 
entire book. If we want to understand this chapter, we have 
to look at the whole book of 1 Corinthians. Chapter one of 
1 Corinthians clearly shows us that Christ is wisdom, as 
well as power, to us from God (vv. 24, 30a). This is not 
only the main topic of chapter one of 1 Corinthians, it is 
also the focus and subject of the entire book of 1 
Corinthians. God has given Christ to us as our wisdom and 
our power. Today whether in our daily walk or in our 
various activities in the church, Christ is our wisdom and 
our power. Therefore, in our daily speaking we speak 
Christ, and in our speaking in the meetings we speak Christ 
all the more. The prophesying mentioned in 1 Corinthians 
14 refers to speaking Christ. As long as we speak Christ, 
we are prophets. (Speaking for God, Witness Lee) 

====================================== 
Burdens for Church Prayers 
• Pray for the young people to sanctify their time in the 

summer to pursue the Lord with their companions. 
• Pray for the growth of the feeling of the Body of Christ. 
• Pray for spreading to nearby cities 
• For daily exercise in GOW training: prophesying on 

Lord’s day by daily enjoying His word and pursue the 
truth and attend Lord’s day meeting on time. 

• For gospel preaching on West Valley College campus, 
as well as for English-speaking testimony in Campbell. 

Announcement 
• Morning Revival:  Speaking the Word of God week 3. 
• YP in summer pursue program:  Luke chapter. 17-18. 
• Memorial meeting for sister Sun will be held on 

Monday (8/22, 11:45-1 pm) at  
Sunnyvale Chapel and Crematory 
174 North Sunnyvale Avenue; Sunnyvale, CA 94086 

• Prayer meeting 7:30PM on Tuesday (8/23) at brother 
Tai’s house . 

• Summer Training Re-speaking at Santa Clara, 8/21 
Lord’s day 4~6pm.  

• Labor Day Conf. 9/2~4: Hotel booking deadline 8/26 
Burlingame Hyatt, 
$89. https://resweb.passkey.com/go/chsj 

https://resweb.passkey.com/go/chsj
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