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CHAPTER THIRTY-THREE: PARENTS 

G. Nurturing Children in the Discipline and Admonition 
of the Lord 
Seventh, you must nurture your children in the discipline 
and admonition of the Lord (Eph. 6:4). The discipline of the 
Lord is telling a person how he should behave himself. You 
must consider your children as Christians, not Gentiles. The 
Lord’s discipline tells a person how he should behave as a 
Christian. The Lord intends that all of our children become 
Christians. He has no intention that any of them be a 
Gentile or an unsaved person. You should plan on all of 
them becoming not just Christians, but good Christians. 
You should tell them what a proper Christian is by teaching 
them the discipline of the Lord. Here we must briefly cover 
a number of points. 
1. Helping Children to Have Proper Aspirations 
The biggest thing about a child is his aspirations. Every 
child has an aspiration when he is young. If the government 
allowed every child to print his business card, I think many 
children would print “President,” “Chairman,” or “Queen.” 
Parents must help their children to have proper aspirations. 
If you love the world, your children will probably want to 
be the president, a millionaire, or a great academic. How 
you live affects the aspirations of your child. Parents must 
learn to channel the ambitions of their children in the proper 
direction. They should aspire to be a lover of the Lord. 
They should not aspire to love the world. You should 
cultivate such an ambition within them while they are 
young. Show them that it is an honorable thing to die for the 
Lord, that it is a precious thing to be a martyr for the Lord. 
You have to be an example to them, and you have to tell 
them your ambitions. Tell them what you want to be if you 
are given the opportunity. Tell them what kind of Christian 
you want to be. In this way, you will channel their 
ambitions in the proper direction. Their goals will change, 
and they will know what is noble and what is precious. 
2. Not Encouraging the Pride of Children 
Children have another problem: They are not only 
ambitious and aspiring but also proud of themselves. They 
may boast about their own cleverness, skill, or eloquence. A 
child can find many things to boast about. He may think 
that he is a very special person. Parents should not 
discourage them, but neither should they cultivate their 
pride. Many parents cultivate their children’s pride and 
encourage them to go after vainglory by heaping praises 
upon them in front of other people. We should tell them, 
“There are many children who are like you in this world.” 
Do not try to encourage their pride. We should enlighten 
children according to the discipline and admonition of the 

Lord. They should be able to think, to speak, and to learn all 
the skills. But you have to tell them that there are many who 
are like them in this world. Do not destroy their self-esteem, 
but do not allow them to become proud. You do not need to 
hurt their self-esteem, but you must point out their pride to 
them. Many young people leave home only to find out that 
they have to spend ten or twenty years in the world in order 
to learn how to do things properly. By then it is too late. 
Many young people have a wild temper at home. They are 
so proud that they cannot work properly. We do not want 
our children to become disheartened, but neither do we 
want them to be proud or to think that they are somebody. 
3. Teaching Children to Accept Defeat and to Learn 
Humility 
A Christian needs to know how to appreciate others. It is 
easy to be victorious, but it is hard to accept defeat. We can 
find champions who are humble, but it is rare to find losers 
who are not bitter. This is not a Christian attitude. Those 
who are good in some areas should learn to be humble and 
not boastful. At the same time, when a person is defeated he 
should learn to accept his defeat. Children are very 
competitive. It is all right for them to be competitive; they 
want to win at ball games, track meets, and in their school 
work. You have to show them that it is right for them to 
study well at school, but they have to learn to be humble. 
Encourage them to be humble. Tell them that there are 
many other students who may be better than they are. When 
they are defeated, you need to teach them to accept their 
defeat with grace. A child’s problem often has to do with 
these attitudes. After a game the winner is proud, while the 
loser will complain that the judge was not fair or that he 
made the wrong judgment because the sun was glaring in 
his face. You should help them to develop a humble 
character. They should be under Christian admonition and 
should develop Christian character. They can win, and 
when they lose they can also appreciate others. Admitting 
defeat is a virtue. The Chinese are greatly lacking in this 
virtue. Most Chinese blame others when they are defeated 
instead of conceding with grace. You must nurture your 
children in the discipline and admonition of the Lord. 
Many children say that their teacher plays favorites when 
others do well on tests. When they do not do well 
themselves, they say their teacher does not like them. Here 
we see the need for humility. Christians must have the 
virtue of accepting defeat. If others are good, we have to 
say promptly that they are good. We also have to accept 
defeat and concede that others are smarter, more hard 
working, or better than us. It is a Christian virtue to accept 
defeat. When we win, we should not look down upon 
everyone else. This attitude is unworthy of a Christian. 



When others are better than us, we have to appreciate them. 
Others may jump higher or be stronger than us. We should 
train our children to acknowledge achievement in others, 
while they are still living at home with us. This training will 
help them understand themselves when they grow up as 
Christians. We should know ourselves and appreciate those 
who are better than us. If our children are this way, it will 
be easy for them to experience spiritual things. 
4. Teaching Children to Choose 
I hope that we will pay attention to this matter. In many 
aspects we have to teach our children according to the 
discipline of the Lord. From their youth, we should give 
them a chance to make their own choices. We should not 
make every choice for them until they reach the age of 
eighteen or twenty. If we do, it will be impossible for them 
to make any decisions when they grow up. We have to 
always give them the opportunity to make decisions. Give 
them the chance to choose what they like and what they do 
not like. We have to show them whether their choices are 
right. Give them the chance to choose and then show them 
the right choice. Let them see it for themselves. Some like 
to wear short dresses. Some prefer one kind of color, while 
others prefer another kind of color. Let them make the 
choices by themselves. 
Some people do not give their children the opportunity to 
make choices. As a result, when their children reach their 
twenties and marry someone, they do not know how to be 
the head. You can tell them that the husband is the head of 
the wife, but they will not know how to be the head. You 
must not allow them to wait until they are married to find 
out that they do not know how to be the head. If at all 
possible, give your children plenty of opportunity to make 
decisions. When they grow up, they will then know what to 
do. They will know what is wrong and what is right. Give a 
child opportunities to make choices from the time he is 
young. I will say a word to all those who have children: 
“Give them a chance to choose.” Otherwise, many Chinese 
children will be damaged when they grow up. The damage 
is often manifested when the children are between the ages 
of eighteen and twenty. They act in irresponsible ways at 
this age because they have never been called upon to make 
any choices. We must teach our children according to the 
discipline of the Lord. We must teach our children to make 
choices rather than making all the choices for them. We 
have to let our children know whether they have made the 
right choices. 
5. Teaching Children to Manage Things 
We must also teach our children to manage things. We must 
give them the opportunity to take care of their personal 
belongings, to manage their own shoes, socks, and other 
affairs. Give them a little instruction and then let them try to 
manage things by themselves. Let them know how things 
should be handled from their youth. Some children have a 
bad start because their fathers love them blindly and do not 

know how to train them. As Christians, we have to train our 
children to manage their things properly. 
I believe if the Lord is gracious to us, we will gain half of 
our increase from among our own children and the other 
half from the “sea” (i.e., the world). If all the increase is 
from the sea and none is from among our own children, we 
will not have a strong church. Paul’s generation could be 
saved directly from the world, but the generation after Paul, 
men like Timothy, came in through their families. We 
cannot expect our increase to always come from the world. 
We have to expect the second generation, men like 
Timothy, to come from our own families. God’s gospel 
does save men from the world, but we also need to bring in 
men like Timothy. Before the church will be rich, there 
must be grandmothers like Lois and mothers like Eunice 
who raise, edify, and nurture their children in the discipline 
of the Lord. If there are no such people, the church will 
never be rich. We must give our children the opportunity to 
manage things from their youth. We must give them the 
chance to learn to arrange things by themselves. Hold 
family meetings frequently and allow the children to make 
decisions. If we have to rearrange the furniture, involve 
them in its rearrangement. If we have to rearrange the 
cupboard, involve them in its rearrangement. Teach them to 
manage things. Whether we have daughters or sons, we 
have to teach them to manage things. Then they will 
become a good husband or a good wife in the future. 
======================================= 
Burdens for Church Prayers 
 
• Pray for the blending and one accord among the saints. 
• Pray for the English-speaking testimony and gospel 

preaching on West Valley College campus. 
• May the Lord raise up many brothers to bear the 

testimony together. 
• Pray for the burden to raise up next generation for 

building up of the body of Christ. 
• Pray for YP that they will be companions with one 

another to pursue the Lord together. 
• For GOW training: Vital groups be raised up, attending 

prayer meeting, prophesying on Lord’s day by daily 
enjoying His word and pursue the truth. 

 
Announcement 
 
• Morning Revival: How to Raise up the Next Generation 

for the Church Life，lesson 8. 
• Gospel of John Reading Schedule: S.5:1~16. M.5:17~30, 

T.5:31~47, W.6:1~15, Th.6:16~31, F. 6:32~51, S.6:52~71. 
• Tuesday (7/17) prayer meeting at bro. Liu’s home. 
• 7/22 parents fellowship after Lord’s day meeting.  
• GOW 6th term training registration:  register with the 

brothers in small group to be trained by His grace and 
practice steadfastly unto Zion. 

• Chinese scholar training in NJ, 7/27-8/3. Continuing 
training in Fremont 8/2-8/5. 
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