
 
 

Church in Campbell Weekly News 
July 29, 2012       Issue 12 – 31 

 
LIFE-STUDY OF EXODUS 

MESSAGE NINETY-SEVEN 
THE BOARDS OF THE TABERNACLE 

 
I. TYPIFYING THE BELIEVERS BUILT 
TOGETHER 
TO BE THE DWELLING PLACE OF GOD 
Under the covering of the tabernacle there were the walls 
composed of standing boards of acacia wood overlaid with 
gold. These boards typify the believers built together to be 
the dwelling place of God (Eph. 2:22). Therefore, we have 
the assurance to say that the tabernacle typifies not only the 
individual Christ, but also the corporate Christ. The 
believers, typified by the boards overlaid with gold, are 
covered with Christ Himself. Although the believers are not 
included in the four layers of the covering, Christ is 
involved with the boards which form the walls of the 
tabernacle. We know this by the fact that the boards were 
made of acacia wood overlaid with gold, the same materials 
used to make the ark, which is a type of Christ. 
Before we were saved, we were not the boards in God’s 
tabernacle. We did not have acacia wood, and we were not 
overlaid with gold. According to the natural life, we are not 
boards. But according to the divine life in resurrection, we 
are the standing boards of the tabernacle. Now we have 
become acacia wood overlaid with gold. 
Just as the ark was made of two elements, acacia wood and 
gold, so are the boards constructed of the same two 
elements. This indicates that the boards are the enlargement 
and extension of the ark. They are the same as the ark in 
substance, with the two natures of wood and gold. This 
portrays the fact that we the believers, who are the 
components of the wall of the tabernacle, are the 
enlargement of Christ, His extension. Do you realize that 
you are part of the extension of Christ? As members of the 
Body, we are His reproduction, continuation, increase, 
duplication, and spread. We are also His enlargement and 
extension. Just as a person’s body is the extension and 
enlargement of his head, so we, the Body of Christ, are the 
enlargement, continuation, extension, and spread of Christ 
the Head. Therefore, all the boards in the tabernacle are the 
extension and enlargement of the ark. 
The dimensions of the ark were two and a half cubits in 
length and one and a half cubits in width and height. The 
dimensions of the tabernacle were thirty cubits in length 
and ten cubits in both width and height. As we compare the 
tabernacle and the ark, we see that the tabernacle is truly the 
enlargement and extension of the ark. In the same principle, 
we, the believers, are the enlargement and extension of 
Christ. When the Lord Jesus was on earth, He lived and 

traveled in a very restricted area. But today the corporate 
Christ covers the entire earth. 
 
II. THE ENLARGEMENT OF THE ARK 
The tabernacle includes not only the individual Christ, but 
also Christ and the believers in a corporate way. On the one 
hand, the boards typify the believers; on the other hand, the 
boards are also related to Christ. The reason for this is that 
Christ has made us part of Himself. We are no longer in 
Adam; we are in Christ and have even become part of 
Christ. The corporate Christ is under the covering of the 
individual Christ. We do not have any part in the ark or in 
the four layers of the covering. However, although we are 
not the enlargement of the covering, we are the enlargement 
of the ark. The covering is mainly for redemption, but the 
ark is mainly for testimony. We do not have any part in 
Christ’s redemptive work. It would be blasphemy to say 
that we share in Christ’s work of redemption. But we can 
say that we have a part, a share, in Christ’s testimony, for 
we are joined to the witnessing Christ and have become His 
enlargement. 
III. ACACIA WOOD OVERLAID WITH GOLD 
After I was saved, I knew I had been regenerated, but I had 
no understanding of what had taken place within me. I did 
not know that I had become a board of acacia wood 
overlaid with gold. I realized simply that I had been saved 
and that henceforth I should do my best to glorify God. This 
concept, of course, is positive. It is wonderful to know that 
we have been saved and to desire to bring glory to God. 
However, this knowledge is natural; it does not contain any 
divine light. It is merely to know that once we were sinners 
bound for hell, but now, as saved ones destined for heaven, 
we should behave ourselves properly for the glory of God. 
It is crucial to realize that when we were saved and 
regenerated, a change took place in our being. We were 
fallen and were sinking lower and lower. But when we 
believed in Christ, He came into us, and we became 
buoyant. We experienced a change in nature, for a new 
element was added into our being. This element is nothing 
less than Christ Himself. Thus, through regeneration we 
have become acacia wood overlaid with gold. We have the 
uplifted humanity of Jesus and His divine nature. Now our 
new being is part of the enlargement of the ark. 
As Christians, we have been not only saved, but also 
changed in our nature and being. Within us we have the 
uplifted human nature signified by acacia wood and the 
overlaying divine nature signified by the gold. Anyone who 
does not possess such a new being is not our brother or 
sister in Christ. All those who have been chosen by God 
and regenerated by Him have these two natures—acacia 
wood and gold. 



Through regeneration our humanity has been renewed and 
reinforced. For example, regeneration causes us to be wiser 
and more prudent and understanding. If I had never been 
saved and regenerated, I would not have the understanding I 
possess today. Furthermore, many believers were like 
jellyfish before they were regenerated—they seemed to be 
people without a backbone. They could easily be defeated 
by anyone or anything. But now, through regeneration, they 
have become acacia wood. Their will is very strong to resist 
sin. According to 2 Timothy 1:7, God has not given us a 
spirit of cowardice, but of power, love, and a sober mind. 
Power is related to the will, and love to the emotion. God’s 
salvation has indeed changed us; it has made us a new 
being. 
Through regeneration we have the uplifted humanity of 
Jesus. One of our hymns speaks of being “Jesusly human.” 
Because we have the uplifted humanity of Jesus, others may 
find it difficult to understand us. On the one hand, we seem 
to be ordinary human beings; on the other hand, we are 
different from others because we have the divine life and 
the divine nature. The divine nature is expressed in our 
humanity. This is typified by the gold overlaying the acacia 
wood. 
I appreciate the three words God, good, and gold. True gold 
and true goodness are both God Himself. This means that if 
we would be a good man or a gold-man, we must first be a 
God-man. The acacia wood should express the gold which 
covers it. If we are not gold-men, we cannot express God. 
As boards of acacia wood, we should express not ourselves, 
but the gold which overlays us. This means that what others 
see in us should be the expression of God. 
When you hear about acacia wood overlaid with gold, you 
may find it difficult to believe that, as a Christian, you are 
such a board. You may be tempted to say that you are still 
weak. If you think you are weak and then proclaim that you 
are weak, you will in fact be weak. In experience what you 
are will be according to what you think and say. Thus, it is 
crucial for you to change your thinking. No longer should 
you consider yourself a jellyfish. In faith you should 
proclaim that you are a board of acacia wood overlaid with 
gold. Do not speak according to what you are by nature, but 
speak according to your faith. If you say that you are weak, 
you will be weak. If you say that you have no way to handle 
a particular situation, you will not have a way to handle it. 
But if you declare that you are strong and have the best way 
to handle a difficult situation, you will be strong and you 
will also have the way. 
To speak in this way is to fan into flame the gift of God we 
have received. Recently we have seen in the Life-study of 1 
Corinthians that all believers in Christ have received the 
initial gifts, the gifts of the divine life and the Holy Spirit. 
Now we must fan these gifts into flame, realizing that God 
has not given us a spirit of cowardice, but a spirit of power, 
of love, and of a sober mind. We must see what we are 
through regeneration and then declare this. Do not look at 
yourself, but stand on the Lord’s word and act on it. When 

the Lord Jesus told Peter to step out of the boat and come to 
Him on the water, Peter did so (Matt. 14:28-29). He walked 
on the water according to the word of Christ. But when he 
looked at the environment, his faith disappeared. We should 
be like Peter in the first matter, but not in the second. 
According to the Lord’s word, we should say in faith that 
we are boards of acacia wood overlaid with gold. 
Acacia wood signifies the regenerated and uplifted 
humanity of the new creation in Christ as the basic material, 
strong for standing. Acacia wood is thus the basic material 
of the standing boards. The ability to stand does not depend 
on the gold; it depends on the acacia wood. Although gold 
is precious, it is too soft to have the necessary standing 
power. As boards, our standing power is the acacia wood. 
We stand because we have a regenerated and uplifted 
humanity. However, we do not express this humanity. 
Instead, we express divinity. Thus, gold is the church’s 
expression. The fact that the acacia wood was overlaid with 
gold signifies that the divine nature of Christ has become 
one with our human nature to be the expression of God. 
======================================= 
Burdens for Church Prayers 
 
• Pray for the blending and one accord among the saints. 
• Pray for the English-speaking testimony and gospel 

preaching on West Valley College campus. 
• May the Lord raise up many brothers to bear the 

testimony together. 
• Pray for the burden to raise up next generation for 

building up of the body of Christ. 
• Pray for YP that they will be companions with one 

another to pursue the Lord together. 
• For GOW training: Vital groups be raised up, attending 

prayer meeting, prophesying on Lord’s day by daily 
enjoying His word and pursue the truth. 

 
Announcement 
 
• Morning Revival: 2012 Memorial Day Conference 

Message #2. 
• Gospel of John Reading Schedule: S.8:45-59. M.9:1-13, 

T.9:14-34, W.9:35-10:9, Th.10:10-30, F. 10:31-11:4, 
S.11:5-22. 

• Tuesday (7/31)  prayer meeting at brother Tien’s place. 
• GOW 6th term training registration:  register with the 

brothers in small group to be trained by His grace and 
practice steadfastly unto Zion. 

• Chinese scholar training in NJ, 7/27-8/3. Continuing 
training in Fremont 8/2-8/5. Deadline:7/22. 

• Labor Day conference, at Burlingame Hyatt Labor 
Day conference right away. The dates are Friday 
(8/31) and Saturday (9/1)  nights. Dead line: 7/29. The 
link is: https://resweb.passkey.com/go/NorCalLD2012 

• GOW monthly training on 8/18 in Santa Clara meeting 
hall. 

https://resweb.passkey.com/go/NorCalLD2012
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