
Message Twelve 
The Genuine, Intrinsic, Highest, and Fullest Gospel of God’s Economy 

Scripture Reading: 2 Sam. 7:12-14a; Eph. 3:16-19; Rom. 1:1-4; 8:6, 10-11, 28-29; 12:5; 16:20 
2 Sam. 7:12 When your days are fulfilled and you sleep with your fathers, I will raise up your seed after you, which will 

come forth from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 
2 Sam. 7:13   It is he who will build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 
2 Sam. 7:14   I will be his Father, and he will be My son. If he commits iniquity, I will strike him with the rod of men and 

with the stripes of the sons of men; 
Eph. 3:16   That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit 

into the inner man, 
Eph. 3:17   That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 
Eph. 3:18   May be full of strength to apprehend with all the saints what the breadth and length and height and depth are 
Eph. 3:19   And to know the knowledge-surpassing love of Christ, that you may be filled unto all the fullness of God. 
Rom. 1:1   Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, a called apostle, separated unto the gospel of God, 
Rom. 1:2   Which He promised beforehand through His prophets in the holy Scriptures, 
Rom. 1:3   Concerning His Son, who came out of the seed of David according to the flesh, 
Rom. 1:4   Who was designated the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness out of the resurrection of the 

dead, Jesus Christ our Lord; 
Rom. 8:6   For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the spirit is life and peace. 
Rom. 8:10   But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the spirit is life because of righteousness. 
Rom. 8:11   And if the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the 

dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you. 
Rom. 8:28   And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according 

to His purpose. 
Rom. 8:29   Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He 

might be the Firstborn among many brothers; 
Rom. 12:5   So we who are many are one Body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 
Rom. 16:5   And greet the church, which is in their house. Greet Epaenetus, my beloved, who is the firstfruits of Asia unto 

Christ. 
 

I. The genuine, intrinsic, highest, and fullest gospel is the gospel of God’s economy—the gospel of sonship for 
the building up of the church as the Body of Christ by the building of God into man and man into God—1 
Tim. 1:3-4; Eph. 3:8-11, 16-19; Rom. 1:3-4; 8:29; 12:5; 2 Sam. 7:12-14a: 
1 Tim. 1:3   Even as I exhorted you, when I was going into Macedonia, to remain in Ephesus in order that you might charge certain 

ones not to teach different things 
1 Tim. 1:4   Nor to give heed to myths and unending genealogies, which produce questionings rather than God's economy, which is in 

faith. 
Eph. 3:8   To me, less than the least of all saints, was this grace given to announce to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ 

as the gospel 
Eph. 3:9   And to enlighten all that they may see what the economy of the mystery is, which throughout the ages has been hidden in 

God, who created all things, 
Eph. 3:10   In order that now to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenlies the multifarious wisdom of God might be made known 

through the church, 
Eph. 3:11   According to the eternal purpose which He made in Christ Jesus our Lord, 
Eph. 3:16   That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit into the 

inner man, 
Eph. 3:17   That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 
Eph. 3:18   May be full of strength to apprehend with all the saints what the breadth and length and height and depth are 
Eph. 3:19   And to know the knowledge-surpassing love of Christ, that you may be filled unto all the fullness of God. 
Rom. 1:3   Concerning His Son, who came out of the seed of David according to the flesh, 
Rom. 1:4   Who was designated the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness out of the resurrection of the dead, Jesus 

Christ our Lord; 
Rom. 8:29   Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the 

Firstborn among many brothers; 
Rom. 12:5   So we who are many are one Body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 
2 Sam. 7:12 When your days are fulfilled and you sleep with your fathers, I will raise up your seed after you, which will come forth 

from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 
2 Sam. 7:13   It is he who will build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 
2 Sam. 7:14   I will be his Father, and he will be My son. If he commits iniquity, I will strike him with the rod of men and with the 

stripes of the sons of men; 
 
A. We must believe that there is a God-created ability within man to receive and understand His gospel—Job 

32:8; Zech. 12:1; Eccl. 3:11: 
Job 32:8   But there is a spirit in man, And the breath of the Almighty gives them understanding. 
Zech. 12:1  The burden of the word of Jehovah concerning Israel. Thus declares Jehovah, who stretches forth the heavens and lays the  

foundations of the earth and forms the spirit of man within him, 



Eccl. 3:11 He has made everything beautiful in its own time; also He has put eternity in their heart, yet so that man does not find out 
what God has done from the beginning to the end. 

 
1. We should not preach a gospel that has been lowered down to what we think is the level of people’s 

understanding; we should preach an uplifted gospel and never lower the concept—1 Thes. 1:1, 3-4, 10; 
5:23; 1 Cor. 2:7-13. 
1 Thes.1.1 Paul and Silvanus and Timothy to the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: 

Grace to you and peace. 
1 Thes.1:3   Remembering unceasingly your work of faith and labor of love and endurance of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, 

before our God and Father; 
1 Thes.1:4   Knowing, brothers, beloved of God, your selection; 
1 Thes. 1:10 And await His Son from the heavens, whom He raised from the dead, Jesus, who delivers us from the wrath 

which is coming. 
1 Thes. 5:23 And the God of peace Himself sanctify you wholly, and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved 

complete, without blame, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
1 Cor. 2:7 But we speak God's wisdom in a mystery, the wisdom which has been hidden, which God predestined before 

the ages for our glory, 
1 Cor. 2:8   Which none of the rulers of this age have known; for if they had known, they would not have crucified the Lord 

of glory; 
1 Cor. 2:9   But as it is written, "Things which eye has not seen and ear has not heard and which have not come up in man's 

heart; things which God has prepared for those who love Him.'' 
1 Cor. 2:10   But to us God has revealed them through the Spirit, for the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God. 
1 Cor. 2:11   For who among men knows the things of man, except the spirit of man which is in him? In the same way, the 

things of God also no one has known except the Spirit of God. 
1 Cor. 2:12   But we have received not the spirit of the world but the Spirit which is from God, that we may know the things 

which have been graciously given to us by God; 
1 Cor. 2:13   Which things also we speak, not in words taught by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, 

interpreting spiritual things with spiritual words. 
 

2. Man was created for God, and within man there is the ability to understand the things of God, and there is 
a hunger for these things—Acts 17:26-31; Isa. 43:7. 
Acts 17:26   And He made from one every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, determining beforehand their 

appointed seasons and the boundaries of their dwelling, 
Acts 17:27   That they might seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, even though He is not far from 

each one of us; 
Acts 17:28   For in Him we live and move and are, as even some poets among you have said, For we are also His race. 
Acts 17:29   Being then the race of God, we ought not to suppose that what is divine is like gold or silver or stone, like an 

engraving of art and thought of man. 
Acts 17:30   Therefore, having overlooked the times of ignorance, God now charges all men everywhere to repent, 
Acts 17:31   Because He has set a day in which He is to judge the world in righteousness by the man whom He has 

designated, having furnished proof to all by raising Him from the dead. 
Isa. 43:7 Everyone who is called by My name, Whom I have created, formed, and even made for My glory. 
 

B. We must present the truth concerning the economy of God item by item according to the entire Bible; this is 
the Lord’s special commission to us—1 Cor. 1:9; 9:16-17, 23; 1 Tim. 1:3-4; 2:7; 4:16; 2 Tim. 1:11; 2:2, 15; 
Col. 1:28. 
1 Cor. 1:9  God is faithful, through whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
1 Cor. 9:16 For if I preach the gospel, I have no boast, for necessity is laid upon me; for woe to me if I do not preach the gospel. 
1 Cor. 9:17 If I do this of my own will, I have a reward; but if not of my own will, I am entrusted with a stewardship. 
1 Cor. 9:23 And I do all things for the sake of the gospel that I may become a fellow partaker of it. 
1 Tim. 1:3   Even as I exhorted you, when I was going into Macedonia, to remain in Ephesus in order that you might charge certain 

ones not to teach different things 
1 Tim. 1:4   Nor to give heed to myths and unending genealogies, which produce questionings rather than God's economy, which is in 

faith. 
1 Tim. 2:7   For which I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I speak the truth; I do not lie), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and 

truth. 
1 Tim. 4:16 Take heed to yourself and to your teaching; continue in these things; for in doing this you will save both yourself and 

those who hear you. 
2 Tim. 1:11 For which I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher. 
2 Tim. 2:2 And the things which you have heard from me through many witnesses, these commit to faithful men, who will be 

competent to teach others also. 
2 Tim. 2:15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, an unashamed workman, cutting straight the word of the truth. 
Col. 1:28 Whom we announce, admonishing every man and teaching every man in all wisdom that we may present every man full-

grown in Christ; 
 



II. The gospel of God’s eternal economy is “the gospel of the promise made to the fathers” (Acts 13:32)—the 
promise that the seed of David would become the Son of God, that is, that a human seed would become a 
divine Son (vv. 22-23, 33-34; 26:6, 16-19; 2 Sam. 7:12-14a; Rom. 1:3-4; Matt. 22:41-45). 
Acts 13:32 And we announce to you the gospel of the promise made to the fathers, 
Acts 13:22 And when He had deposed him, He raised up David for them as king, to whom also He testified and said, I have found 

David, the son of Jesse, a man according to My heart, who will do all My will. 
Acts 13:23   From this man's seed, God, according to promise, brought to Israel a Savior, Jesus, 
Acts 13:33   That God has fully fulfilled this promise to us their children in raising up Jesus, as it is also written in the second Psalm, 

"You are My Son; this day have I begotten You.'' 
Acts 13:34   And as to His having raised Him up from the dead, no longer to return to corruption, He spoke in this way, "I will give 

you the holy things of David, the faithful things.'' 
Acts 26:6   And now I stand here being judged for the hope of the promise made by God to our fathers, 
Acts 26:16   But rise up and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to appoint you as a minister and a witness 

both of the things in which you have seen Me and of the things in which I will appear to you; 
Acts 26:17   Delivering you from the people and from the Gentiles, to whom I send you, 
Acts 26:18   To open their eyes, to turn them from darkness to light and from the authority of Satan to God, that they may receive 

forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me. 
Acts 26:19   Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, 
2 Sam. 7:12   When your days are fulfilled and you sleep with your fathers, I will raise up your seed after you, which will come forth 

from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 
2 Sam. 7:13   It is he who will build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 
2 Sam. 7:14   I will be his Father, and he will be My son. If he commits iniquity, I will strike him with the rod of men and with the 

stripes of the sons of men; 
Rom. 1:3   Concerning His Son, who came out of the seed of David according to the flesh, 
Rom. 1:4   Who was designated the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness out of the resurrection of the dead, Jesus 

Christ our Lord; 
Matt. 22:41 Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus questioned them, 
Matt. 22:42   Saying, What do you think concerning the Christ? Whose son is He? They said to Him, David's. 
Matt. 22:43   He said to them, How then does David in spirit call Him Lord, saying, 
Matt. 22:44   "The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at My right hand until I put Your enemies underneath Your feet''? 
Matt. 22:45   If then David calls Him Lord, how is He his son? 

 
III. The seed of David becoming the Son of God speaks of the process of Christ’s being designated the firstborn 

Son of God by resurrection—Rom. 8:29: 
Rom. 8:29 Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the 

Firstborn among many brothers; 
 
A. Paul said that he was separated unto the gospel of God concerning God’s Son, which indicates that the gospel 

of God is the gospel of sonship for the reality of the Body of Christ in the local churches—Rom. 1:1, 3-4; 
8:28-30; 12:5; 16:20. 
Rom. 1:1   Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, a called apostle, separated unto the gospel of God, 
Rom. 1:3   Concerning His Son, who came out of the seed of David according to the flesh, 
Rom. 1:4   Who was designated the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness out of the resurrection of the dead, Jesus 

Christ our Lord; 
Rom. 8:28   And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His 

purpose. 
Rom. 8:29   Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the 

Firstborn among many brothers; 
Rom. 8:30 And those whom He predestinated, these He also called; and those whom He called, these He also justified; and those 

whom He justified, these He also glorified. 
Rom. 12:5 So we who are many are one Body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 
Rom. 16:20 Now the God of peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you. 

 
B. Romans 1:3-4 is the fulfillment of the prophecy in typology in 2 Samuel 7:12-14a, unveiling the mystery of 

God becoming man so that man may become God in life and in nature but not in the Godhead. 
Rom. 1:3   Concerning His Son, who came out of the seed of David according to the flesh, 
Rom. 1:4   Who was designated the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness out of the resurrection of the dead, Jesus 

Christ our Lord; 
2 Sam. 7:12 When your days are fulfilled and you sleep with your fathers, I will raise up your seed after you, which will come forth 

from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 
2 Sam. 7:13 It is he who will build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 
2 Sam. 7:14 I will be his Father, and he will be My son. If he commits iniquity, I will strike him with the rod of men and with the 

stripes of the sons of men; 
 



C. By incarnation Christ, the only begotten Son of God in His divinity (John 1:18), put on the flesh, the human 
nature, which had nothing to do with divinity; in His humanity He was not the Son of God. 
John 1:18 No one has ever seen God; the only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him. 
 

D. In resurrection His humanity was deified, sonized, meaning that He was designated the Son of God, becoming 
the firstborn Son of God with both divinity and humanity—Rom. 8:29. 
Rom. 8:29   Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the 

Firstborn among many brothers; 
 

E. Thus, in Christ God was constituted into man, man was constituted into God, and God and man were mingled 
together to be one entity, the God-man. 
 

F. God’s gospel and His intention in His economy are to build God into man and man into God; this building is 
God becoming a man (the seed of David) that man might become God (the Son of God). 
 

G. This gospel was spoken by the Lord Jesus when He said, “Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless the grain of wheat 
falls into the ground and dies, it abides alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit”—John 12:24: 
John 12:24   Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless the grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it abides alone; but if it dies, it bears 

much fruit. 
 
1. If a seed dies by being buried in the soil, it will eventually sprout, grow, and blossom in resurrection, 

because the operation of the seed’s life is activated simultaneously with its death—1 Cor. 15:36; 1 Pet. 
3:18. 
1 Cor. 15:36   Foolish man, what you sow is not made alive unless it dies; 
1 Pet. 3:18   For Christ also has suffered once for sins, the Righteous on behalf of the unrighteous, that He might bring you 

to God, on the one hand being put to death in the flesh, but on the other, made alive in the Spirit; 
 

2. The divinity, the Spirit of holiness, in Christ became operative in His death, and in resurrection He 
“blossomed” to be the firstborn Son of God and the life dispensing Spirit, imparting His divine life into us 
to make us His many brothers—Rom. 1:4; 8:29; 1 Cor. 15:45b. 
Rom. 1:4   Who was designated the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness out of the resurrection of the 

dead, Jesus Christ our Lord; 
Rom. 8:29   Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He 

might be the Firstborn among many brothers; 
1 Cor. 15:45   So also it is written, "The first man, Adam, became a living soul''; the last Adam became a life-giving Spirit. 
 

3. The prototype is the firstborn Son of God, and the reproduction is the many sons of God, the members of 
the prototype to be His Body, which consummates in the New Jerusalem—Col. 1:18; 1 Pet. 1:3. 
Col. 1:18   And He is the Head of the Body, the church; He is the beginning, the Firstborn from the dead, that He Himself 

might have the first place in all things; 
1 Pet. 1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has regenerated us 

unto a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
 

IV. The seed of David becoming the Son of God speaks also of the process of our being designated the many sons 
of God by resurrection—Heb. 2:10-11: 
Heb. 2:10   For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and through whom are all things, in leading many sons into glory, to 

make the Author of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 
Heb. 2:11   For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of One, for which cause He is not ashamed to call 

them brothers, 
 
A. Christ has already been designated the Son of God, but we are still in the process of designation, the process 

of being sonized, deified—Rom. 8:28-29. 
Rom. 8:28   And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His 

purpose. 
Rom. 8:29   Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the 

Firstborn among many brothers; 
 

B. The life of the Son of God has been implanted into our spirit—v. 10: 
Rom. 8:10 But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the spirit is life because of righteousness. 
 
1. Now we, like the seed that is sown into the earth, must pass through the process of death and 

resurrection—John 12:24-26. 



John 12:24 Truly, truly, I say to you, Unless the grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it abides alone; but if it dies, 
it bears much fruit. 

John 12:25   He who loves his soul-life loses it; and he who hates his soul-life in this world shall keep it unto eternal life. 
John 12:26   If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there also My servant will be. If anyone serves Me, 

the Father will honor him. 
 

2. This causes the outer man to be consumed, but it enables the inner life to grow, to develop, and ultimately, 
to blossom from within us; this is resurrection—1 Cor. 15:31, 36; 2 Cor. 4:10-12, 16-18. 
1 Cor. 15:31 I protest by the boasting in you, brothers, which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily. 
1 Cor. 15:36 Foolish man, what you sow is not made alive unless it dies; 
2 Cor. 4:10   Always bearing about in the body the putting to death of Jesus that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in 

our body. 
2 Cor. 4:11   For we who are alive are always being delivered unto death for Jesus' sake that the life of Jesus also may be 

manifested in our mortal flesh. 
2 Cor. 4:12   So then death operates in us, but life in you. 
2 Cor. 4:16   Therefore we do not lose heart; but though our outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is being renewed day 

by day. 
2 Cor. 4:17   For our momentary lightness of affliction works out for us, more and more surpassingly, an eternal weight of 

glory, 
2 Cor. 4:18   Because we do not regard the things which are seen but the things which are not seen; for the things which are 

seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal. 
 

C. In resurrection Christ in His humanity was designated the Son of God, and by means of such a resurrection 
we also are in the process of being designated sons of God—Rom. 8:11: 
Rom. 8:11 And if the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will 

also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you. 
 
1. The process of our being designated, sonized, deified, is the process of resurrection with four main 

aspects—sanctification, transformation, conformation, and glorification—6:22; 12:2; 8:29-30. 
Rom. 6:22 But now, having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you have your fruit unto sanctification, and the end, 

eternal life. 
Rom. 12:2 And do not be fashioned according to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind that you may 

prove what the will of God is, that which is good and well pleasing and perfect. 
Rom. 8:29   Because those whom He foreknew, He also predestinated to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He 

might be the Firstborn among many brothers; 
Rom. 8:30 And those whom He predestinated, these He also called; and those whom He called, these He also justified; and 

those whom He justified, these He also glorified. 
 

2. The key to the process of designation is resurrection, which is the indwelling Christ as the rising-up Spirit, 
the designating Spirit, the power of life in our spirit—John 11:25; Rom. 8:10-11; Acts 2:24; 1 Cor. 15:26; 
5:4: 
John 11:25   Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life; he who believes into Me, even if he should die, shall live; 
Rom. 8:10   But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the spirit is life because of righteousness. 
Rom. 8:11   And if the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the 

dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you. 
Acts 2:24   Whom God has raised up, having loosed the pangs of death, since it was not possible for Him to be held by it. 
1 Cor. 15:26 Death, the last enemy, is being abolished. 
1 Cor. 5:4 In the name of our Lord Jesus, when you and my spirit have been assembled, with the power of our Lord Jesus, 
 
a. We urgently need to learn how to walk according to the spirit, to enjoy and experience the 

designating Spirit—Rom. 8:4, 6, 14. 
Rom. 8:4   That the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but 

according to the spirit. 
Rom. 8:6 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the spirit is life and peace. 
Rom. 8:14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 
 

b. The more we touch the Spirit, the more we are sanctified, transformed, conformed, and glorified to 
become God in life and in nature but not in the Godhead for the building up of the Body of Christ to 
consummate the New Jerusalem—1 Cor. 12:3; Rom. 10:12-13; 8:15-16; Gal. 4:6. 
1 Cor. 12:3  Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking in the Spirit of God says, Jesus is accursed; and no one 

can say, Jesus is Lord! except in the Holy Spirit. 
Rom. 10:12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord is Lord of all and rich to all who call upon 

Him; 
Rom. 10:13 For "whoever calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.'' 



Rom. 8:15   For you have not received a spirit of slavery bringing you into fear again, but you have received a spirit of 
sonship in which we cry, Abba, Father! 

Rom. 8:16  The Spirit Himself witnesses with our spirit that we are children of God. 
Gal. 4:6 And because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, Abba, Father! 
 

D. The more we grow in life and pass through the metabolic process of transformation, the more we are 
designated the sons of God—2 Cor. 3:18, 6, 16; 5:4, 9, 14-15; 1:12; 12:7-9: 
2 Cor. 3:18 But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the 

same image from glory to glory, even as from the Lord Spirit. 
2 Cor. 3:6 Who has also made us sufficient as ministers of a new covenant, ministers not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter 

kills, but the Spirit gives life. 
2 Cor. 3:16  But whenever their heart turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 
2 Cor. 5:4 For also, we who are in this tabernacle groan, being burdened, in that we do not desire to be unclothed, but clothed upon, 

that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life. 
2 Cor. 5:9 Therefore also we are determined, whether at home or abroad, to gain the honor of being well pleasing to Him. 
2 Cor. 5:14  For the love of Christ constrains us because we have judged this, that One died for all, therefore all died; 
2 Cor. 5:15  And He died for all that those who live may no longer live to themselves but to Him who died for them and has been 

raised. 
2 Cor. 1:12  For our boasting is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in singleness and sincerity of God, not in fleshly wisdom 

but in the grace of God, we have conducted ourselves in the world, and more abundantly toward you. 
2 Cor. 12:7 12:7  And because of the transcendence of the revelations, in order that I might not be exceedingly lifted up, there was 

given to me a thorn in the flesh, a messenger of Satan, that he might buffet me, in order that I might not be exceedingly 
lifted up. 

2 Cor. 12:8 Concerning this I entreated the Lord three times that it might depart from me. 
2 Cor. 12:9  And He has said to me, My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is perfected in weakness. Most gladly therefore I 

will rather boast in my weaknesses that the power of Christ might tabernacle over me. 
 
1. This metabolic process is the building up of the church as the Body of Christ and the house of God by the 

building of God into man and man into God—Rom. 12:2; Eph. 1:22-23; 2:20-22. 
Rom. 12:2 And do not be fashioned according to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind that you may 

prove what the will of God is, that which is good and well pleasing and perfect. 
Eph. 1:22 And He subjected all things under His feet and gave Him to be Head over all things to the church, 
Eph. 1:23 Which is His Body, the fullness of the One who fills all in all. 
Eph. 2:20   Being built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone; 
Eph. 2:21   In whom all the building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord; 
Eph. 2:22   In whom you also are being built together into a dwelling place of God in spirit. 
 

2. Humanity is designated in divinity, and divinity and humanity are blended as one; today, we, seeds of 
humanity, are becoming sons of God in divinity through the process of God’s building. 

 
3. This building will consummate in the New Jerusalem as a great, corporate Godman, the aggregate, the 

totality, of all the sons of God—Rev. 21:7. 
Rev. 21:7   He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be God to him, and he will be a son to Me. 
 

4. One day this process will be completed, and for eternity we will be the same as Christ, God’s firstborn 
Son, in our spirit, soul, and body—1 John 3:2; Rom. 8:19, 23; Hymns, #948, stanza 2. 
1 John 3:2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not yet been manifested what we will be. We know that if He 

is manifested, we will be like Him because we will see Him even as He is. 
Rom. 8:19 For the anxious watching of the creation eagerly awaits the revelation of the sons of God. 
Rom. 8:23 And not only so, but we ourselves also, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan in 

ourselves, eagerly awaiting sonship, the redemption of our body. 
Hymns, #948 stanza 2. In my spirit He regenerated me, In my soul He's now transforming me. He will change my body like 

unto His own, Wholly making me the same as He. 
 

E. “On God’s side, the Triune God has been incarnated to be a man; on our side, we are being deified, 
constituted with the processed and consummated Triune God so that we may be made God in life and in 
nature to be His corporate expression for eternity. This is the highest truth, and this is the highest gospel”—
Life-study of Job, p. 122. 

 
V. The genuine and intrinsic gospel is that God intends to work Himself in Christ into us—2 Sam. 7:12-14a; 

Rom. 1:1-4, 9: 
2 Sam. 7:12 When your days are fulfilled and you sleep with your fathers, I will raise up your seed after you, which will come forth 

from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 
2 Sam. 7:13   It is he who will build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 



2 Sam. 7:14   I will be his Father, and he will be My son. If he commits iniquity, I will strike him with the rod of men and with the 
stripes of the sons of men; 

Rom. 1:1   Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus, a called apostle, separated unto the gospel of God, 
Rom. 1:2   Which He promised beforehand through His prophets in the holy Scriptures, 
Rom. 1:3   Concerning His Son, who came out of the seed of David according to the flesh, 
Rom. 1:4   Who was designated the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness out of the resurrection of the dead, Jesus 

Christ our Lord; 
Rom. 1:9 For God is my witness, whom I serve in my spirit in the gospel of His Son, how unceasingly I make mention of you 

always in my prayers, 
 
A. Christ builds the church by building Himself into us, making our heart, our intrinsic constitution, His home—

Eph. 3:16-19. 
Eph. 3:16 That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit into the 

inner man, 
Eph. 3:17   That Christ may make His home in your hearts through faith, that you, being rooted and grounded in love, 
Eph. 3:18   May be full of strength to apprehend with all the saints what the breadth and length and height and depth are 
Eph. 3:19   And to know the knowledge-surpassing love of Christ, that you may be filled unto all the fullness of God. 
 

B. If we preach this gospel, we will tell others that they need Christ, the very God Himself, to be wrought into 
their being—v. 17a; John 14:23. 
John 14:23   Jesus answered and said to him, If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word, and My Father will love him, and We will 

come to him and make an abode with him. 
 

C. “Today’s world needs a crusade with the preaching of the highest and fullest gospel”—Life-study of Hebrews, 
p. 157. 

 


